Kim Scheuer (right}in
Srilanka %

Sinceits founding fifty years ago, the Peace Corps has inspired
thousands of volunteers to serve the world. Dozens of Roaring
Fork Valley residents have been among them.
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n June 6, 1963, President John F. Kennedy delivered the commence-

ment address at my graduation from San Diego State College. It was

an unprecedented moment for a streetcar school, where most of us

were more conversant with the daily surf report than world events.
Before 30,000 people in San Diego State’s Aztec Bowl, Kennedy spoke on educa-
tion and public service, reiterating his oft-quoted inaugural message: Ask not
what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.

For me, the answer lay in another
Kennedy legacy: the Peace Corps,
which he had established on March
1, 1961, to “promote world peace
and friendship.” Trained voluntecrs
would spend two years providing
technical assistance Lo countries in
need, while advancing intercultural
understanding and respect,

“Te amanas, seforita? Are you
happy? Do you like our country?”

Itwas o mantra | would hear daily
for two vears in Honda, “the city of
bridges,” located on the Magdalena
River in Colombia, where L arvived in
September 1965 at age 23, Frankly,
the first month, [wasn't sure. Honda
was smack in the middle of the tor-
rid zone with 150 days of rainfall and
temperatures that never dropped
below ninety degrees. The rain was
providential, though, Alling the cis-
tern in the two-room hoase | rented.
1t was the water [ used for bathing
and cooking, as running water and

clectricity were random events | soon
learned not to count on, There was
also no refrigeration, sowe all went to
the market at five o'clock every morn-
ing 1o buy food for the day,

[ wasn't in Colombia a month when
Carmen Palma de Montoya knocked
on my door, asking if 1 needed
someone to do my laundry, She was
seventy-five years old and illiterate,
and one of the wisest people | have
ever encountered. [ invited her to
live with me for the next two yearsas
my dueiic—a housckeeper and, more
impaortantly, a chaperone—allowing
me to navigate the cultural mores of
a male-dominated Latin country.

People often ask about the living
conditions in the Peace Corps, the
climate, what vou go without, But
those are the casy things to adjust to.
Being in a fishbow! is much harder.
Az an American blonde inabrunette
towr, my every move was visible and
asource of endless curiosity. But

her meager living conditions,

after several months, 1 was a famil-
iar figure at Sunday Mass (though

| stood out as the tallest), and at
the health clinic and the hospital
where 1 taught child eare and nutri-
tion, and on my bicyele when | rode
oul to the villages on the banks of

People often ask about
the living conditions in
the Peace Corps, the
climate, what you go
without. But those are the
easy things to adjust to.

the Magdalena to organize moth-
ers’ clubs, leaving Honda's ordered
Spanish Colonial architecture for
the lush tropical jungle. | became the

Juliane
Heyman

A chance meeting with Sargent
Shriverin 1961 in East Pakistan
| oW |J.1|_|'L:|_-:|l|l.||._"-|:i |l.'l:|..1I_I!i.':I1|.'
Heyman to an unexpected
career in the Pe

With masters degrees
international relations and

library science, Heyman had

sl o 010

88 aspen solourner

been contracted by othir
danizations to establish a
library and train librarians
for two Acudemies for Rural
Development in Pakistan,
Shriver, the Peace Corps” first
director und visionary, was
seouting Heyvman's village as a
gite for future voluntéers,
Impressed by Heyman's grace
in adapting to the dominont
male culture of her village and

Shriver invited her to join the
Peace Corps staffupon her
return to the U
Heyman became the first
female training officer hired

nited States.

and worked for the Peace Corps

from 1961 to 1966, becoming
deputy di
and university relations for
NANESA (North Africo, Near
East, and South Asin)

ctorof Lraining

An Aspen resident for
forty vears and author of
From Rucksack fo Ra k
o memoir that charts he
family's escape from the
Nazis and her world travels,
Hevman is currently engaged
with the » Corps' fiftieth
anmive lebrations

{See peacecorpsconnect.org

resources peace-corps-Soth-
anniversary for events. )




charge of the townspu 0]

1 would spend two vears

working in public health and

ral mothers' clubs, and
many friendships, | would take
away a lifelong interest in other
cultures that spawned acareer
dedicated to promoting the it
erature and culture of minority
groups in the United States.
he first generation
Kennedy's
children. This year marks the
fifticth anniversary of the |
Corps. Since its inception, more
than 200,000 volunteers hoave
served in 139 countries around
the globe, with some 8,700
volunteers currently serving
insevenly-seven countries,
Of them, more than forty vol
unteers have returned from
abroad to the Hoaring Fork
|l.'_'-.'.+.'|1|'ll.']liI'||.'.I|L|I'4 ncom
|'|||-!f'|l|:||'|f'| much the sam
Aspen attrs
viduals unafenid to be in the
[ITE S of something larger
thom ours CThe foreion
cultures we Peace Corps volun-
[eers experienced opened our
hearts and minds to new ways
of viewing the world. Here, the
mountains in their timeless
grandewr remind us daily that
Wi rCCL 1 von the
planet for just an instant, Bul it
s that ko that inspires
us ko sery and to make the
most of our time.
On the oceasion of the filtieth
anniversary of the Peace Corps
Aspien Sojornersalutes all of the

returned Hoaring Fork Valley | .. ' . . -
——— Y T &Vl Dexter Cirillo
well as to our own f : i _ o - COLOMBIA




Ann Hotchkiss Johnson
and Samuel Johnson

CHILE and COLOMBIA

Samuél Johnson and Ann Hotehkiss met as Spanish maj

Middlebury College in 1963

fter his graduy

Sam served in the

Peace Corps in Colombia from 1963 to 1965, When she graduated,
Ann served in Chile from 1966 to 1968, Sam initially worked in

community development, later as Pe

» Corps leader in Colombia,

introducing new volunteers to their work sites, Ann workec in

rural community development with a land-distribution program

founded in 1962 to address the enormous inequities between

Chile’s landowners and its vast pe

s-mul Juhm mta-laas. Colomhia
John Hnmmiﬂaimm Colombia
Hugh n.'mi tﬁ.:msn 1966, Brazil
Dexter Cirillo, 1965-1967, Colombia

Ann Hotchkiss Johnson, 1966-1968, Chile
Judithi Colbyy, 1967-1888, Beliza

ntry.

LATIN AMERICA

Robert Calby, L867-1969, Belire
Christophar Faison, 1967-1889, Colombla
Don Sheeley, 1970-1872, Costa Rica

Briff Smith, 1870-1872, Guatsmala

Jarry Krobs, 1878-18578, Paraguay

Mike Walter, 1938-2000, Ecundor

Sam Prudden, 2010-present, El Saivadar

“These were highly charged political times in Chile,”
Ann recalls. ®
Ameriean, People called me an imperialist and colonialist
and constantly asked mie if T was a spy.”

After a few months of ating tensions, Ann
transferred to a Hes art program on the outskirts of

ion where many Chileans were
relocated after: uju wtating earthquake in Valdivia in
1960, “Everything was in a state of flux for the families,
and we tried to help the children cope and get ready for

big part of the population was very anti-

sehool,” she savs,

The couple married in 1969 and pursued graduate
degrees. [twasn't long, how before Latin America
summoned again. In 1977, Sama ted o position ns
program director for a nonprofit promoting children's
right= in forty-eight developing countries, while Ann
provided support for t-feeding mothers through
volunteer organizations, The pair would spend the next
twelve years serving the underprivileged in Bolivia, El
uador.

rience left me with a permanent

Salvador, Guatemala, and E
“The Peace Corps ex]
appreciation for the honor and pleasure of being ahle

e, In some wiays, it beco
Ann says, The Johnsons have continued that way of life

ta be of sery away of life,”
in Carbondale since 1989, working as court interpreters
for Garfield County until their retirement, Ann has
eantinued her volunteerism working with Lift Up for the
st twenly Years.




Griff Smith
GUATEMALA

Griff Smith’s abrupt introduction to
Spanish came with his Peace Corps
iraining in Puerto Rico, “On thee first

day, the Spanish instroctor came in and
told usto find a family to live with in the
harrin,” hie says. “That was the last day we
spoke English for three months"

After training, Smith served from
1970 1o 1972 in Guatemnln, working
imanagriculture extension program,
“Cormwas a big crop, because tortillas
are a staple of the diet,” he says. But the
population knew little about hybrid corn,
0 Smith introduced a pilot program to
hielp rural farmers winnow oul the most
successiul seed,

Smith lived in the center of the rural
agricultural reform aren called Bl Arisco,
sharing one of three government houses
with the local school teacher. "Every
day, Twalked down the road to Juana
Sanchez's thatched-roof house for my
mienls that cost twenty-five cents ench,”
hesays. *1 ate tortillas for breakfast,
lunch, and dinner.”

In 1976, Smith returned to Guatemala to
administer disaster relief after a devastating
earthaquake killed 23,000 people,

Smith his combined his love of
Latin culture with his passion for the
mountains, He has summited Argentina's
Aconecagun, has led high-altitude snow
and fce @ itioms to Bolivia, Peru,
Argenting, and Ecuador, and has taken
asabbatical at the Catholie University
in Lima, Peru (where he marccied his
wifie, Judy) to study Spanish literature
and archaeology. In Aspen, he has been
ane of ten guides for Aspen Mountain
Powder Tours since 2002, the yvear he
retired from a three-decade carceras a
teacher, then prineipal, at Aspen Middle
Schoal. Smith also serves as volunteer
coardinator for Bariloche, Argentina,
oni of Aspen's sister cities, organizing
cultural, medical, pducational, and
technieal exchange programs,




Travis Fulton
TUNISIA

When Senator Edward Kennedy and
Congressman John Tunney asked Lo visit
the most remote Peace Corps location in
Tunisia in 1967, their small plane carried
them 200 milesto the edge of the Sahara
Desert Lo meet Travis Fulton. There,
Fulton taught English to Bedouin chil-
dren in Tozeur, o palmy oasis and supply
city for ciravans crossing the Sahara in
ancient times.

An exotic mix of ancient Roman,
Arubic, Tslamic, and French influences,
Pozeur would one day serve as an other-
worldly backdrop for Star Wars and
Raiders of the Lost Ark. For Fulton, the
exotic locale meant an exotic diet: some-
times cumel meat, perhips bewts, maybe
even i pile of birds that had been caught
by smearing lime on the tree branches.

Later, Fulton transferred to the coastal
town of Tabarka, where he lived in @ two-
room home built on the curvaceous ruins
ofan old Roman bath. More critical was
the on-site stable, which became home
to o purehred Arabian stallion Fulton
acquired. Fulton rode 150 miles across
Tunisia with just a saddle and a jocket to
bring the steed to Tabarka. “Crossing the
country on such an animal is a wonderful
way to be with the people,” he says.

In Tabarka, Fulton founded a wood
shop for local craftsmen, launching a
cottage industry of wood carving and i
presaging his own fulure a5 an artist. 5 -ﬂcﬂ
1 noticed people carving animals for sale Lot
to tourists with very rudimentary tools.” )
he says. Through the Peace Corps and
CARE, Fulton procured donations like
hand saws for the shop,

1n 1969, Fulton moved to Aspen Lo
hecome a seulptor. Gver his forty-year
career, he's created sculptures and land-
seapes that grace public and private
spaces in Aspen and around the country,
including the striking granite and metal
sculpture outside Mezzaluna, and, with
the late Nick DeWolf, the world's first
computerized dancing water fountain on
the Hyman Street Mall,
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Bill Stirling
KENYA

Hi s Aspen's first four-term mayior
since World War 11, a staunch envi-
ronmentalist, and a supporter of an
eclectic arrav of nonprofits. He has
been honored with multiple commu-
nity pwards and regularly moder-
ates author readings at Explore
Boaksellers. And he founded Stirling
Homes in 1978, where he is still the
owner and a broker.

Whien ssked about his extraondinary
service to the Aspen community,
Bill Stirling points Lo his (ather,
an Episcopalian minister, and to
the Peace Corps, which enlarged
his vision of the world beyond the
sepregated South where he grew up,

Stirling served us p settlement
oflicer from 1964 to 1966 in the first
Peace Corps group in Kenya, which
had just carned [s independence
from Britain and was in the process
of buying and redistributing Euro-
pean land among Kenvan farmers,
He worked with the Kipsigis
tribe. o cattle people related to
the legendary Masai, developing
farming co-operatives, “It wasa
tenuous time in Kenya,” Sticling
savs, “but we were young and had
that Yankee can-do spirit, That is

the genius of the Peace (4 s,

With two other valunteers, Stir-
ling shared an abandoned Furopean
farmhouse that looked out over o vast
marshland. 1 had never lived in o
place so enormous and so quict.” he
saws, The nearest town of Sotik was
twenty miles away, where locals did
their banking out of a truck that came
periodically, a highlight in o town with
100 people and one provisions store,

Uposn his return to the US., Stirling
continued in the Peace Corps spirit
of giving, teaching English to inner-
city dropouts in storefront schools
in Harlem, ultimately taking twenty-
five students o Ghano and Kenya
in 1968 for what he calls "a mind-
bending connection with their roots,”
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Kim Scheuer SRI LANKA

Kim Scheuer likes to talk with her hands—in two languages, She is fluent in
sign language in English and Sinhalese, the official language of Sri Lanka,
where she served in the Peace Corps from 1986 to 1988, Her brother is deaf
and was not taught sign language as a child, motivating her Lo pursue a
graduate degree in deaf education,

[n the Sri Lankan town of Balangoda, Schever shared a four-bedroom house
with thirteen members of a Sinhalese Buddhist family, where she learned to
eat from the family’s communal dish with one hand and sign with the other

Despite full aceeptance as a member of her hast family, Scheuer struggled
to accept the “dependent and subservient roles of women.” Initially, her
fumily would not allow her to go out unaccompanied. When she bought 4
bike for greater mobility, she “shocked the wh e village hecause they had
never seen a woman ride a bicyele before.”

Scheuer taught at the Yasodora School for the Deaf and Bl nd, where
she faced down further cultural prejudice against deaf people. By the entd
of her two years, Scheuer had helped develop a finger spelling system for
the Sinhala seript and published Sinhala Sign Language/ Finger Spelling
Alphabet Book and the Sri Lankan Stgn Language Dictionary, the first
hooks of their kind in Sri Lanka. She also organized a massive rally for
the International Day of the Deaf to coincide with a television show she
produced, When One Doesn't Hear, which aired throughout Sri Lanka,

I 1998, Scheuer joined Aspen Medical Care, where she isa family-practice
physician. She has served on the boards of the Aspen School and Camp for the
Deaf and at Sitver Lining Ranch, where she was camp physician,

Bill Lorah, 1962-1864, Pakistan

John Barben, 1965-1967, Afghanistan

Poity Poliard, 1868-1870, Indin

Deborah P. Wﬁ,‘iﬁ?ﬂ-lﬂﬂ.hﬂlnﬂ
#im Seheuer, 1986-1988, Sri Lanka
Hiﬁhﬂ_n Lafebwro, 1887-1998, Jordan
Roger Maoggard, 1887-1998, Jordan

Brian Mchellis, 1897-1988, Philippines
Tatyana Stevens, 1388-2000, Turkmenistan




John Barbee
AFGHANIST2

IN 2006, JOHN BARBEE went to
Afghanistan as a consultant for the
Imitiative to Promote Afghan Civil
Society, ltwas his third trip to the
country he served ns a Peace Corps
volunteer forty years earlier. “I landed
in Kabul in 1965 in search of a new
experience,” he savs. And he found
it: "Afghanistan was still in the tenth
century then,” Barbee stabes, “The
country suffered a plague of public
health problems resulting from lack
af sanitation, including a 65 percent
maortality rate for children under five,
The Afghans traditionally didn’t name
their children until they were five, Until
that time, they belonged to God.”

Aftera yearin the remote Hindu Kush
area, Barbee found greater contact with
the Afghan people when he moved to

the newly crepted Laghman Provinee
Lo coordinate community projects,
including the construction of schools
and sale suspension bridges.

Barbee could have no contact with
Afghan women. “If you visited someone,
the men and boys served vou,” he
explains, “We never saw the women
inan Afghan home.” He would later
confront that challenge when the World
Health Organization initiated a vaccina-
tion program to eradicate smallpax in
Afghanistan. Barbee used teams of all
female volunteers Lo vaccinate Afghan
women and children.

With roots in Colorado—his grand-
father was o mine manager in Leadville
and Aspen, where he grow up—Barbee
refurned Lo Colorado in 1969 whena
pituitary tumor left him legally blind,
leading him into a carcer in counseling
and consulting.

O its bwenty-fifth anniversary, the
Peace Corps beckoned again, and Barbee
returned as associate director in Malawi
in 1987, then continued in the Peace
Corps” upper ranks as a reglonal coor-
dinatorin the Central Asian Hepublics,
thin as country director in Tajikistan.

Today, he lives in Glenwood Springs,
where he continues his commitment
tovulnerable populations at home and
ubroad through many volunteer projects,
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